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This conference will offer a unique opportunity for comparing and confronting four main methods for establishing demographic projections and, notably, undertake a common reflection concerning the implications for public policy of taking more explicitly account of the uncertainties and risks in predicting demographic developments over several decades ahead.

The aim is to present essential findings of three important research projects financed by the EU Framework Programme for Research and confront these findings with the demographic scenarios and projections established by Eurostat and the Ageing Working Group of the Economic Policy Committee. The conference will thus allow EU and national policy makers to formulate an articulate view with respect to the implications for key social policy fields of incorporating a margin of uncertainty into the policy design.

Demographic projections, research and study projects

The DEMWEL project received finance from the European Commission, under the Quality of Life Programme of the 5th EU Research Framework Programme. The project was coordinated by Jukka Lassila, Director of Research in ETLA, Finland, as far as scientific coordination was concerned and by CEPS as far as management and administrative coordination are concerned. For further information, contact Jukka Lassila (jukka.lassila@etla.fi) or Jorgen Mortensen (jorgen.mortensen@ceps.be). DEMWEL started in January 2003 and will end in March 2006.
The UPE project (Changing Population of Europe: Uncertain Future) received financing within the Key Action: Improving the Socio-economic Knowledge Base under the Fifth Framework Programme (contract number HPSE-CT-2001-00095). It ran from 1 September 2001 to 31 August 2004. It was coordinated by Statistics Netherlands, Department of Demography and with participation of the University of Joensuu, Finland, Statistics Norway and Statistics Finland.

The objective of the MicMac project (Combining micro and macro approaches in demographic forecasting) is to develop a new model offering a bridge between aggregate projections of cohorts (using macro-simulation) and projection of the life course of individual cohort members. The project started at the beginning of 2005. It is coordinated by the Netherlands Interdisciplinary Demographic Institute (NIDI).

Several of the institutes involved in the above research projects are also participating in studies contracted with the Directorate-General for Employment and Social Affairs of the European Commission: (i) The use of demographic trends and long-term population projections in public policy planning at EU, national, regional and local level (coordinated by Jukka Lassila, ETLA) and (ii) The Observatory of the Social Situation in the EU ( a four-year study project coordinated by Nico van Nimwegen, NIDI).

Other references:

EUROSTAT’s demographic projections
Demographic assumptions behind the scenarios of the Ageing Working Group of the Economic Policy Committee.
Programme

Wednesday 29 March

	9:00 – 9:30
	Registration and coffee

	
	Chairperson: Jérome Vignon, Director, Social Protection, DG Employment and Social Affairs, European Commission 

	9:30 – 10:30
	EUROSTAT’s 2004 demographic projections: choice of assumptions and scenarios: Michael Skaliotis, Head, Demographic and Migration Statistics, Eurostat 
Discussant: Frédéric Gonand, Economist, Economic Department, OECD 
Q&A

	10:30 – 10:45
	Break

	10:45 – 11:45
	How uncertain are demographic projections?: Nico Keilman, Statistics Norway

Discussant: Andres Vikat, Head of Population Activities Unit, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
Q&A

	11:45 – 12:30
	Stochastic population forecasts: an alternative?: Harri Cruijsen, Director of Democast 
Q&A

	12:30 – 13:30
	Sandwich lunch at CEPS

	13:30 – 14:30
	Implications of demographic uncertainties and risks for pension and health care projections: Jukka Lassila, Research Director, ETLA, coordinator of the DEMWEL project.

Discussant: Declan Costello, Head of Unit, Directorate-General for Economic and Financial Affairs, European Commission
Q&A

	14:30 – 15:30
	Combining micro and macro approaches in demographic forecasting: Frans Willekens, Director, Netherlands Interdisciplinary Demographic Institute, coordinator of the MicMac research project
Q&A

	15:30 – 16:00
	Break

	16:00 – 16:30
	Demography as a key element of strategic thinking in the European Union: Key note speech by Joaquín Almunia, Commissioner for Economic and Monetary Affairs 

	16:30 – 17:00
	Conclusions and synthesis by the Chairperson

	17:00
	End of conference
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